
DDx:

 Pancreatic pseudocyst

 Pancreatic intraductal papillary mucinous 

neoplasm (IPMN)

 Pancreatic serous cystadenoma

 Mucinous cystic neoplasm (MCN)

 Lymphangioma (mesenteric cyst)

 Cystic neuroendocrine tumor



Clinical Issues

 ACR incidental findings committee suggests simple 

pancreatic cysts measuring ≤ 2 cm can be safely followed

 Simple pancreatic cysts in setting of a known syndrome 

(VHL, ADPKD, CF) are almost certainly benign

 Larger lesions or lesions with suspicious morphologic 

features often require EUS or cyst aspiration and 

consideration for surgical resection

 Based on imaging alone, nonneoplastic cysts cannot be 

reliably distinguished from simple-appearing neoplastic 

cysts (such as IPMNs)

 Endoscopic US with cyst aspiration can play a valuable 

role in risk stratifying pancreatic cysts with indeterminate 

imaging features












