
Thalamus

• Thalamus is a dense network of nuclei & tracts connected 

to almost everything in the brain. 

• Almost any symptom can be correlated to it.

• All major sensory pathways, except olfactory, relay in the 

thalamus before ascending to the cortex. 

• It is so tightly packed, like a crowded city, every tiny 

variations in location can change symptoms by affecting 

different, neighboring nuclei & tracts.

• While they’re all in the thalamus, they’re in very different 

locations w/different symptoms 

• You can actually tell your clinician WHERE exactly they 

are & what the SYMPTOMS might be



Thalamus

• Important connections with the extrapyramidal motor 

system, the consciousness system, the visual system, and 

the limbic system. Therefore, 

• Lesions in the thalamus result in sensory and motor 

disturbances, as well as disturbances in alertness, vision, 

and behavior. 







Thalamus

• Infarcts reflect the four main thalamic vascular 

territories: 

– Tuberothalamic anteriorly,

– Paramedian medially

– thalamogeniculate laterally

– Posterior choroidal posteriorly.  

• Each has a different syndrome associated w/them. 

So how do you remember these territories?
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