
Keratosis Obturans

 Abnormal accumulation & obstruction of bony 

EAC from desquamated keratin without erosive 

bony changes.

 Benign-appearing luminal soft tissue lesion 

partially or completely filling EAC

 May diffusely enlarge EAC

 No bony erosive change (cf. EAC cholesteatoma)

 Bilateral (50%)
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Keratosis Obturans

 "KO" & "EAC cholesteatoma" 

terms often confused

 KO: EAC luminal lesion 

without bony erosions

 EAC cholesteatoma: 

Submucosal lesion with EAC 

erosions ± bony flecks (50%)

 Both lesions consist of 

exfoliated keratin


