
Kang Classification

◼ Grade 0 

• Absence of canal stenosis (subarachnoid 
space obliteration ≤ 50%) 

◼ Grade 1 

• Subarachnoid space obliteration > 50% 

◼ Grade 2 

• Spinal cord deformity (compressed)

◼ Grade 3  

• Spinal cord deformity with signal change





Cord Flattening

◼ Cord flattening can cause myelopathy 
regardless of degree canal stenosis. 

◼ It’s like being punched in the face

◼ No matter how far away the hit comes from, it 
still hurts. 

◼ Cord flattening is like being punched—it hurts 
even in mild stenosis
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