
Myelomeningocoele
 Also known as spina bifida 

cystica,  complex congenital 
spinal anomaly that results in 
spinal cord malformation 
(myelodysplasia).

 Posterior spinal defect lacking skin 
covering → neural tissue, CSF, 
and meninges exposed to air

 DDX: 
 Dorsal Meningocele

• Meninges protrude through 
dorsal dysraphism into 
subcutaneous fat

• Skin-covered, usually does 
not contain neural elements

 Closed (Occult) Spinal 
Dysraphism
• Dorsal osseous dysraphism; 

cord may be low-lying
• Skin or other cutaneous

derivative (e.g., lipoma) 
covers neural elements

 Postoperative 
Pseudomeningocele
• History, clinical exam permit 

distinction
• Look for surgical laminectomy

defect, absence of spina bifida 
osseous changes

http://radiopaedia.org/articles/missing?article%5Btitle%5D=myelodysplasia




Dorsal Spinal Meningocele



Lipomyelomeningocele

In Utero to Adult Life 



Sacral lipomyelocoele


